
Theodore Coleman

Theodore Bernard Coleman was working as a farmer near Litchfield Minnesota when war came to
the United States.  He was 31 years old when the US declared war, and was thought to be older
than what would be needed for military service.

Eventually, his time came to serve.  He entered
the US Army on 26 August 1918 in Litchfield
Minnesota.  He was sent to Camp Grant Illinois
for his Basic Training.

Coleman arrived at Camp Grant just as the
Spanish Influenza outbreak of 1918 started.  In
late September 1918, the outbreak affected the
lives of over 4,000 men at the camp and took the
lives of 1,000 of them.  

He was assigned to the 3rd Company, 1st,
Training Battalion, 161st Depot Brigade for his
basic training.  Thodore was instructed in military life while at Camp Grant.  He was vaccinated,
received clothing issue, and began drilling in military practices.  In an effort to expedite getting sol-
diers to the battle field, the training time was very short.  In late September, he was assigned to an
Infantry Support Troop.



On 11 November 1918, the Great War
ended, and the need for more troops
overseas was no longer present.
Many troops were processed out.

Coleman was required to stay in a little
longer. He was transferred to General
Hospital #21 to work in a casualty
detachment.  

Soon though, the Army didn’t need all
of the extra personnel, and Theodore
was going to be allowed to be dis-
charged.  He was sent to Camp Dodge
Iowa to be processed out.  

While in Camp Dodge, he was
assigned to Casualty Detachment 101,
163rd Depot Brigade.  He was dis-
charged as a Private on 12 March
1919, returning home to Litchfield.

Following his service in the US Army, Coleman returned to his life of
farming in central Minnesota.  In May 1932, he was married to Alma
Langren.  A couple of years later, the couple was blessed with a daugh-
ter, Mary Gayle.  

Then one day in
1941, Coleman
worked a day at the
farm as usual, but
died suddenly  but
peacefully in his
sleep that night.  He
was 55 years old.  

He is laid to rest in
a family plot in
Litchfield MN.



Because of Coleman’s untimely death, he
didn’t talk to very many about him time in
the Army.  

Very little is known about the details of
Coleman’s service.  the outline provided is
based of off his discharge papers, and a
couple of short letters home. 

His only daughter, Gayle, knew almost
nothing about her father’s service because
she was only 6 years old when he passed
away.  

The military items that Theodore had kept
were donated by his daughter in 2007.
The overcoat shown at left, along with a
footlocker, and an old helmet were all
donated.  

Coleman, like many others during World
War I, only served a brief time in the US
Army.  He fulfilled the obligation they asked
of him, but that did not entail him having to
go overseas. 

Top- Coleman’s Army overcoat,
worn while he served in the Army.
Donated by his daughter, Gayle
Angier, in 2007.

Bottom- Panoramic photos, helmet,
and Footlocker of Theodore
Coleman’s while on display at the
2012 Veteran’s Day Observance.


