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D.P.R. Strong in his newspaper office after the war.

David Pancoast Reuben Strong enlisted in the Union Army 17 April 1861.  He joined Company C,
Second Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry.  In June 1861 his company was ordered to
Washington DC.
He fought in the First Battle of Bull Run and was wounded by a bullet between the knee and the
ankle.  He was captured by Confederates on the afternoon of 21 July 1861 hours after being
wounded.
After capture Strong was kept in an old tobacco warehouse turned into a hospital.  On September
1st, with the aid of crutches he walked into the Libby Prison.  D.P.R. stayed at Libby until 17 January
1862 when he was released, deemed unfit to take up arms against the Confederacy.  He weighed
only 87 pounds upon his release.  He then met President Abraham Lincoln who ordered him a new
uniform.

Being disabled Strong was discharged from the Army on 18 January 1862.  After some rehabilitation
he was able to reenlist in August 1862 with the 23rd Wisconsin Infantry with which he served until
the end of the war. 



Roster of the Second Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry.

Libby  Prison in Richmond Virginia.
During the war it had housed an estimat-
ed 125,000 Union Soldiers.









This text is from David Pancoast Reuben
Strong s Story of his time in the Union Army
and of his time of imprisonment during the
Civil War.  It was presented to the Stewart
Post 124 GAR on Saturday February 7th
1885.  It was Published in the New London
Review on 12 February 1885 - 21 February
1885.



Strong s uniform jacket.  Issued to
him by Abraham Lincoln after his
release from Libby Prison.

Strong s obituary from the
W est Central Tribune 
12 January 1921


