
KRISTI LYNN ESTBY

Kristi Lynn Estby was born on 16 August 1957 in Willmar MN.  She
was the third child of four of Oneil and Patricia Estby.  She attended
Calvary Lutheran Church in Willmar and was confirmed from that con-
gregation.  She attended Willmar High School and graduated in June
1975.  

Growing up she learned about military service through her family.  Her
father and gradfather were military veterans.  One of her two older
brothers were in the Marine Corps, and she thought that she might
want to become a Marine as well.  

She desired the chance to serve her country, and the opportunity to
see the country, learn a new skill, and be a part of something bigger
than her life in Willmar.

As she explored her options, soon enough she made up her mind. She
decided that she wanted to become a United States Marine.



She went to the local recruiter’s
office and started to discuss her
options.  After some deliberation
with the recruiter and her family,
her mind was made up.

On 4 December 1975, Kristi
enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps.  She was sent to
Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island in Port Royal South
Carolina. 

This would begin weeks of
Marine Corps Boot Camp, learn-
ing the ways of Marine life, and
teaching her all she needed to
know about being a Marine.

One of Kristi’s first experiences as a Marine was
getting off the bus and seeing the Yellow
Footprints.  As Drill Instructors yelled at her and
the other recruits, they were hustled off the bus
and placed on the Yellow Footprints painted on
the ground.  

These footprints were painted on the ground in
the 1960’s to teach Marines how and where to
stand as they get ready to move forward and
become Marines.  

Soon therafter, they traveled through the Silver
Hatches into the Marine Corps Recruit Depot to
start her ife as a Marine.



Marine Corps Boot Camp was an eye
opening experience for Kristi.  One of
her first steps in becoming a Marine
was Recruit Receiving.  Here she
began here transistion from civilian to
Marine.  She underwent full medical
and dental screenings, military hair
cuts, and issued her uniforms and gear.  

She also began an initial strength test,
to test here physical endurance and
see if she was physically able to under-
go training.  Runs, situps, push ups,
and Pull ups tested her ability to be
able to keep up with the rigors of the
pysical needs of Basic Training.  

In the Marine Corps, tradition and heritage is an intgral part of the training.  In classroom exercises
Kristi was taught about the history of the Corps, and learned about the traditions of the Marine Corps.
They also began basic weapons training, learning care and competency with the various weapons. 

The next section of her training included her field exercises.  They worked more with weapons profi-
ciency and spent time on the rifle range.  They learned all aspects of proper weapon usage, care,
cleaning, and mantinence.  Kristi and the rest of her training company also were exposed to the Gas
Chamber, and experience that no veteran forgets.  They went into an enclosed room filled with gas and
had to take off their masks and were exposed to the full effect of the gas.  

After completion of her feild training, the final stage of her training began.  This included more physical
training, tests on her knowledge of Marine Corps history, and first aid training.  Following weeks of train-
ing, Kristi found herself out on the parade ground graduating from Marine Corps boot camp.  Soon she
would receive orders for her job training.

Kristi was sent to Marine
Corps Development and
Education Command in
Quantico Virginia.  She
became a student at the
Computer Sciences
School.  

Over weeks of training,
Kristi learned about the
computer systems and
operations of the time.
She graduated from the
schooling on 27 May
1976.  

She would receive her
orders for her next duty
station.



Following a leave, Kristi reported for
duty at Marine Corps Recruit Depot
(MCRD) San Diego on 6 July 1976.
She was assigned to the Computer
Services Division.  

Computer use at this time was relatively
new.  The Marine Corps was on the cut-
ting edge of technology, being one of
the first to procure the IBM Series I
Computers.  The units would be consid-
ered archaic by todays standards, with
8 inch floppy disk capable to handle up
to 1 MB of data.  Also included was an
8 inch green and black moniter with a
25x80 resolution.  The processing capa-
bility of these machines was also slow
by today’s standards, having 16 kilo-
bytes of RAM for processing. 

With a Dot Matrix printer, clad in an 2 OD Green metal and plastic case, each case weighed over 100
pounds.  The “Green Machine” as it became known didn’t fully take off in San Diego until after Kristi’s
service there, in the early 1980’s, but Kristi did work some with the early types of these machines. 

More often though, the type of computers that Kristi worked with were much larger, room style
machines to process the data that they gathered.  Predominatly the tasks were relegated to data compi-
lation for financial, personnel, and logistical operations.  The early computers in San Diego were made
by NCR (National Cash Register) and were massive machines that took up a large part of the rooms
they were in and weighed 1000’s of pounds. 

While in San Diego, she met another Marine that worked in the Department.
Lance Corporal Mark E Gabriel.  Mark was born in Two Harbors MN but had
later moved to the Pittsburgh Pennsylvania area. He had been in the Marine
Corps since October 1975.  He arrived at San Diego in March of 1976, a few
months prior to Kristi.  

Working in near eachother on base, Mark and Kristi caught eachother’s eye and
soon they began to date.  Both of them having ties to Minnesota they were able
to relate well to one another, especially given the change in climate compared to
California. Both of the worked in the Computer Services area of base.    

Their relationship began to grow and they became a couple, eventually becom-
ing engaged.  Spending much of their free time together, They had an opportuni-
ty to go away for a trip.  They decided to head to Las Vegas Nevada to check
out the sights and sounds of the Vegas Strip. 

In the early morning hours of 12 February 1977 a tragic traffic accident took
both of their lives.  Kristi was 19 years old, and Mark just three months shy of
his 20th Birthday.  Brought to the Good Samaritan Hospital in San Jose
California, they died of thier injuries.  



A memorial service was held in thier honor at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot on 16 February 1977.



Funeral services for Kristi
were set in Willmar for 18
February 1977.  Through
immense grief, her family
laid to rest their 19 year
old daughter and sister.  

She would be laid to rest
at Calvary Lutheran
Church Cemetery in
Willmar.

Although taken at a
young age, Kristi was
never forgotten.  Many
years when the local
paper would have a
Memorial Day tribute,
Kristi’s family submitted
her photo to help others
remember.  

In December 2008, Kristi’s Father, Oneil, was
laid to rest by his daughter.  Kristi’s mother,
Patricia, passed away in November 2019 and
was also laid to rest by Kristi.  

During Memorial Day weekend, a small photo
of Kristi is placed at her grave in remembrance
of her service and tragic loss.  



On 20 November 2017, Kristi’s family contacted USMHC
about donating her uniforms to be a part of the collection
and annual Display over Veterans Day.  Estby’s Dress
Green Uniform, Summer Cord Uniforms and Overcoat were
donated along with her hats.

Kristi’s display is at the beginning of the display area, in an
area dedicated to the Fallen, those who died while on
active duty in combat or other circumstances.  

It is a great honor to include Kristi’s items to the collection
and to the display to help keep her memory alive.  Kristi
was a patriot, like many in her family.  She served in the
Marine Corps to be a part of something bigger than herself,
and tragically passed away while doing it.  Her story, like all
veterans, needed to be recorded and shared.

The memory of those who served shall not be forgotten,
and Kristi’s memory will live on through the United States
Military Historical Collection.   




