
Irvin G Slinden

Irvin Gerald Slinden (06392571)was born on 28 April 1922 and raised
on the home farm near Atwater Minnesota in Gennesee Township.  He
attended Bethlehem Lutheran Church and was baptized and confirmed
there.  He attended Atwater school, including high school for two
years.

In 1942, at the age of 20 years old, World War II was raging overseas.
Irvin decided that he would serve in the military, and on 5 September
1942 enlisted in the US Navy.  He was sent to the Naval Training
Station at Great Lakes Illinois for boot camp.

Training at Great Lakes, slinden learned the basics of Naval service.
His training included learning rules of conduct, physical fitness, military
discipline, first aid, and small arms training.  After weeks of training,
Irvin graduated from Boot Camp and was allowed leave before head-
ing for his service school.  In October 1942, he returned home to
spend time with family & friends before continuing his military service. Slinden at home



His leave was all to short, and soon Irvin had to return
to the Navy reporting to Treasure Island San Francisco
and then on to Pearl Harbor to complete his training.  

He was training to become a Motor Machinist Mate for
the US Navy.  As a Machinist Mate (MoMM) he would
work within the engine room of what ever ship he was
assigned to.

Irvin trained with the diesel engines in common use on
Naval ships at that time.  his instruction would consist of
the operations of the engines, and repairs of them in
case of failures.

He also learned tooling for making repairs to the ship
engines.  In the machine room, they would at times
have to repair parts while machining parts, or possibly
fabricating new ones to make the engines work.  

When he completed his training, he was officially
ranked a Motor Machinist Mate 3rd Class. 

While at Pearl Harbor, Irvin was able to see
some of the destruction left from the Japanese
attacks.  he was also reunited with his brother
Pelvin.  Pelvin joined the Navy shortly after
Irvin did.

It was during this time that Irvin told his brother
that he was going to be assigned to the sub-
marine force.  he explained a little bit of what
he would be doing, and told Pelvin that these
missions were, “Suicide missions”.  He honest-
ly didn’t think he would make it home.

Irvin was assigned to the USS Pompano (SS-
181).  The Pompano had been serving on war
patrols since 18 December 1941.  by the time
Slinden was assigned to the ship, it had com-
pleted 5 previous war patrols.

The Pompano had arrived back at Pearl
Harbor in May 1943.  It held with it a distin-
guished service record for its service during
the war and earned 5 battle stars.

Soon enough, Irvin’s service in Pearl Harbor
would come to an end.



On 6 June 1943 the USS Pompano left Pearl harbor for its 6th war patrol, with Irvin Slinden on
board.  They were underway to patrol near japanese waters, specifically the Nagoya Japan. They
stopped briefly to top off with supplies at Midway, and were underway on  19 June.  They patrolled
across the traffic lanes from Japan and to the south.

On 4 July 1943 the Pompano torpedoed and destroys the Japanese seaplane carrier Sagara Maru
on the coast of southern Honshu.  The ship had been beached from a previous attack by the USS
Harder, and the torpedoes of the Pompano finished it off.  This was Irvin’s first taste of action in
World War II.

The next day, 5 June, they encountered a convoy and fired four torpedoes but scored no hits. On 7
July, Irvin and the crew of the Pompano came upon two destroyers. Showing surprising aggressive-
ness, they launched three torpedoes at each, but missed every time. Two days after that they took a
long shot at a three-ship convoy also missed.

On 10 July they torpedoed and damaged the Japanese oiler Kyokuyo Maru, the tanker escaped
being destroyed thanks to the two erratic Mark 14s.   The torpedoes they fired did not function as
they thought they should.  The Pompano ended the unsuccessful patrol at Midway on 28 July.

On 20 August 1943 Irvin and the Pompano left Midway for the ship’s 7th war patrol, Irvin’s second.
They were ordered to patrol in Japanese home waters off Hokkaido and Honshu.  it was the last
time the ship was seen.  

The Japanese knew they were in the area. On 1 September the USS Pompano sank the Japanese
merchant Nankai Maru off Miyako, Japan.  The Akama Maru was torpedoed by the Pompano on 3
September and sank south-east of Hokkaido.  On 9 Sep 1943 USS Pompano torpedoed and dam-
aged the Japanese transport ship Nanking Maru east of Honshu.



The USS Pompano was expect-
ed to return to Midway following
its patrol.  When it didn’t return,
the ship and all of its crewmem-
bers were reported as Missing
In Action.  

The official version is that she
was lost while patrolling off the
coasts of Hokkaido and Honshu.
Probably lost to Japanese mines. The date usually given (27
September) is an approximate one.

some evidence suggests,
however, that Japanese
records show that a subma-
rine was sunk on 17
September by air attack off
the Aomori Prefecture near
Shiriya Zaki. Though it is
not certain the boat was
actually sunk here, it must
be taken into consideration
since it can only have been directed against Pompano as this is
within her patrol area and as there were no other submarines
operating in that area. They say a seaplane based on Ominato
attacked a surfaced sub which returned fire then dived. The
Japanese minelayer Ashizaki dropped depth charges the follow-
ing day on a spot where oil was surfacing, bringing up more oil.

Other information states that the enemy made no anti-subma-
rine attacks during this period in Pompano's area. It is believed
that  newly-laid mines in the vicinity, not known to U.S.Navy
intelligence until after the Pompano sailed probably sank her. 

Pompano was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 12
January 1944.

Although there was no specific information telling them that he
was possibly alive, Irvin’s family held out hope that he might
have been captured and still alive.   Information during that time
was slow at coming, and the Japanese were not good at telling
who all they had captured.  

The hope was a dim possibility, but there could be no official
declaration of Irvin’s death until after the war and a complete
prisoner exchange could take place.

In August 1945, the Japanese surrendered, and the war was
over.



After all of the prisoners were exchanged, and no evidence of
Irvin he was declared Killed in Action on 4 January 1946.  his
family was officially notified of his loss.

The family held a special memorial
service for Irvin in Atwater MN.  He
was 21 years old at the time of his
death.  His brother Pelvin, whom Irvin
met up with at Pearl Harbor, had
been recently discharged from the
Navy at the time of the service.  A
memorial stone marker was placed at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Cemetery near Atwater in honor of
Irvin.

In the years that followed Irvin’s
death, his immediate family including
most of his brothers & sisters have all
passed away.  They always remem-
bered their lost brother.  Today,
nieces & Nephews continue to
remember the service and sacrifice of
Irvin G Slinden.

Although the remains of the Pompano
remained lost to to the sea for nearly
70 years, the US Navy found sonar
evidence of a wreck in the vicinity of
where the ship was believed lost in
2012.  They  asked for permission to
investigate further in November 2012.

Medals earned by Irvin Slinden including the Purple
Heart.  Not his original medals, but replacement medals.

Memorial Stone placed at family
plot in Atwater MN.  


